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French Heritage Day 

at Old Fort Niagara 
Teachers' Pre-Visit Information 

 The Program 

            French Heritage Day at Old Fort Niagara offers students a variety of experiences that 

will help them better understand the early French exploration and occupation of the Great 

Lakes region during the 17th and 18th centuries. The program will make extensive use of 

costumed interpretation and students will have the opportunity to participate in period 

discussions and tasks through various role-playing exercises.  

Registration  

            Make reservations at least two weeks in advance by calling Old Fort Niagara at (716) 

745-7611 or via email at claflair@oldfortniagara.org. Please provide contact information, 

student and adult leader numbers and an estimated time of arrival. Payment can be made 

upon arrival at the fort and should be in the form of a single payment for the entire group. 

This program can accommodate a maximum of 600 students and reservations will be 

accepted on a first-come, first-served basis.  

Arrival Time/Program Schedule 

             Arrive between 9:00 and 10:00 am. You will receive a finalized map showing the 

locations of the learning stations. Teachers and group leaders will move student groups from 

station to station. Large groups in excess of 30 students will need to be subdivided to allow 

small-group-dynamics to occur throughout the site. Each group will have approximately 10-

15 minutes at each station. Groups will also have a 20 minute break for lunch. Students 

should  bring their own lunches. The program ends at 1:00, but earlier departures are possible 

according to teachers' needs.                                                                          

 Directions                                                                                                                    

From Niagara Falls, NY, take I-190 North to Exit 25B. Follow signs to the Niagara Scenic 

Parkway North/Fort Niagara. Follow the Niagara Scenic Parkway North to Fort Niagara 

State Park, North Entrance. Once inside the park, follow the signs to Old Fort Niagara. Park 

in the large public parking area adjacent to the Fort Niagara lighthouse. Lost? Call (716) 745-

7611.  
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Core Learning Stations 
 

(You will receive a full list and map of learning stations when you arrive at Old Fort Niagara.)   
 

La Diplomatie (Diplomacy) Students portray the role of various characters involved in a 1749 
diplomatic incident at Fort Niagara.  (See pre-visit activity envelope) 
Le Commis (The Trade Agent) Students discuss the fur trade with Le Commis, the agent who runs Fort 
Niagara's trading post. 
Le Soldat  (The Soldier) Students will meet common soldiers and officers of the Compagnie Franche de 
la Marine and the Troupes de Terre, and examine their weapons, equipment, uniforms, personal 
items and living conditions.  
La Cuisine (Food) Students will take part in the preparation of food eaten by various classes of people 
in New France.    
La Religion (Religion) A brief discussion of the role of Recollects and Jesuits and a discussion of the 
chapel and its furnishings.   
La Cuisson (Bakehouse) Students will understand how bread was baked and witness the common 
soldier's ration.   
Exercice du Canon (Artillery Drill)   Student volunteers participate in cannon drill in French. 
La Course à  pied (Trade Bale Race) Teams of students will assume the role of engagees in the fur 
trade by carrying trade bales along a portage. In reality this is a relay race in which students will use 
portage collars to carry trade bales through a course. The race, while just plain fun, also teaches 
students how Frenchmen and Seneca Indians used a relay system to haul trade goods up the Niagara 
Escarpment in the early 18th century.  
Le Conteur (The Storyteller) The habitants of New France entertained themselves on long winter 
evenings by telling stories, reading, playing games or playing music. Students listen to a traditional 
French story from the Great Lakes (in English).  
Fortification et Architecture (Fortifications and Architecture) During the late 17th and 18th Centuries, 
France led the world in the development of military engineering. Students learn about the geometry 
of fortifications, handle tools of the period and discover the many French terms that identified 
fortification-related objects. Working models will illustrate the different kinds of architecture used in 
the pays d’en haut during the mid-18th century. These include piece sur piece and poteaux en terre 
construction  
Voyage d' hiver (Winter travel)  Students will learn about winter travel and survival on the Great 
Lakes during the 17th and 18th centuries by viewing  snowshoes, a traine (toboggan) and a makeshift 
winter camp.   
Le Fusil  (The Musket)  A soldier will demonstrate the workings of a flintlock musket.  
Exercice  de L’Infanterie (Infantry Drill)   Students will be formed into ranks by an officer. A student 
will be selected to portray the sergeant, who will repeat the French commands given by the officer. 
Students will be issued wooden muskets and will be taught the French manual of arms from 1755. 
Musique Militaire (Military Music) In the 18th century, the soldier's day was regulated by military 
music, which told soldiers when to get up,  when to work, and when to fall in, and when to turn in for 
the night. Students listen to several French  drum beats or fife tunes.  
Les Six Nations (The Six Nations) Students will meet Native people from the time of French 
occupation of Fort Niagara. They will explain how trade with the French impacted their lives.  



 

5 

 

Life at the Fort  

 
The Garrison 

 Soldiers stationed at the Fort were known as the Fort's garrison (la garnison).  Their duty was to 

guard the fort and defend it in case of attack. They also helped construct new buildings and 

fortifications and made repairs to the fort as needed.  Sometimes soldiers were detached to garrison 

other nearby posts or to escort supplies and trade goods along the portage road from Fort Niagara to 

the upper landing above Niagara Falls.  

 Fort Niagara's garrisons came from several different military organizations.  For most of the 

Fort's history, garrisons were drawn from Les compagnies franches de la Marine, independent companies 

of the Navy. This organization was created by King Louis XIV to protect France's overseas colonies.  

 During the final years of French occupation of Fort Niagara, regular army troops from 

metropolitan France served in the garrison. Soldiers from the regiments Guyenne, Bearn, Royal 

Roussillon, and La Sarre served at the Fort during the French and Indian War (1754-1760). 

 Enlisted soldiers mostly came from France. They were supposed to be at least 16 years old and 

5' 6” tall. Terms of enlistment varied from six years to life. Soldiers were paid 9 livres per month (each 

worth about $14.00 in modern money). Deductions for uniforms, food and medical care meant that 

common soldiers received but a fraction of their pay.   

 Once a soldier enlisted, he received his nom de guerre,  a nickname that came to supplant his 

real name. A soldier's nom de guerre was usually based upon his background or a personal 

characteristic.  

 During the summer campaign season, militiamen (milicien) also served at the Fort. In New 

France, most able-bodied men between the ages of 16-60 served in their parish militia. They helped 

move supplies to French posts in the upper country (pays d'en haut) and accompanied raids against 

Anglo-American settlements.  

Activity: Each student will receive a nom de guerre and wear it on a name tag when they arrive at 

the Fort. Event staff can them interact with students based upon their nom de guerre.  
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The Soldiers' Day 

 Soldiers rose at dawn, dressed, cleaned 

the barracks and then prepared breakfast.  They 

then received the orders of the day from the 

Sergeant around 7:00 am. From here they could 

be assigned to guard duty, the manual exercise, 

or to fatigue duties. If not assigned, they had 

free time. Dinner was eaten around noon and 

supper between 5:00 and 7:00 pm.  At sunset, 

drummers beat tattoo and soldiers retreated to 

their barracks.  

 Soldiers assigned to guard duty reported 

to the Guard Room at Noon and served a 24-

hour shift. During this time, they could rest or cook a meal but they had to remain in uniform at the 

ready. Every two hours the guard made the rounds of the fort to post new sentries.  

Clothing 

 Soldiers were issued a military uniform that consisted of a wool coat (justacorps), 

sleeved woolen waistcoat (veste), breeches (culotte), Shirt (chemise), gaiters (guetres), shoes 

(souliers) and hat (chapeau). Soldiers often substituted articles of Canadian dress (habliment 

canadien) because it was more practical in a wilderness environment. These includes Indian 

leggings (mitasses), breechclout (brayet), hooded coat (capot) and knit cap (tuque).  

 Women’s dress varied according to means and social status. Upper class women from 

Quebec or Montreal could afford to wear the latest gowns from France. Working class women 

dressed more modestly and practically for doing manual labor. Below are illustrations of a 

common soldier and working class woman of New France.  
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Women and Children at the Fort 

 As a military post, most of Fort Niagara's 

residents were men. There were however 

instances when women and children lived at the 

Fort.  Unfortunately, the women and children 

who stayed at the Fort during the French era are 

poorly documented. There are exceptions 

however.  

 In 1752, the Fort's Commandant, Captain 

Claude-Pierre Pecaudy de Contrecoeur brought 

his wife of 23 years, Marie-Madeleine, to live with him in the French Castle.  During the siege 

of 1759, another officer's wife, Madame Douville took refuge at Fort Niagara and organized 

the women of the garrison to sew sandbags for the Fort's defense. When Fort Niagara 

surrendered to the British, it was noted that among 600 defenders were about 24 women and 

children. Women's roles in an 18th century garrison were largely to provide laundry services 

and serve as nurses.  

 Native women also frequented the Fort. During 

military campaigns involving Native allies, warriors' 

dependents often remained at the Fort for subsistence, 

while male family members fought alongside the French 

in far-off campaigns.  

 Captain Pierre Pouchot described the attire of 

Native American women: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Women and children from British colonies who had been taken prisoner during Native 

American raids also passed through the Fort. On April 1, 1756, Jean Lowry, a pregnant 

mother of six, was captured by a Native American raiding party in south-central 

Pennsylvania. This is her recollection of her stay on the Niagara: 

          On the 21st of August [1756], went into a Battoe in order to cross the Lake for Niagara. In our 
passage were in great danger by a Storm, insomuch that our Lives were dispared of; but by divine 
Providence, got safe to Land at a little Fort of Stockades: (1) Stayed here 4 Days and had good Usage. 
Here a Jesuit attacked me about Religion, aledging the Church was founded on Peter, the Pope, &c. 

The women wear a petticoat called machicoté made from a yard of blue or red cloth, of the 

same quality as material from Berri or Carcassone. The hem is decorated with different rows 

of ribbons, yelow, blue & red or with English lace. This garment resembles a Woodsman’s 

skirt. It is held up by nothing more than a strap around the waist. The chemise goes over the 

petticoat & covers it entirely. The women are laden with necklaces, like maidens in special 

finery. They are strings of porcelain beads at the ends of which are attached Calatrava crosses, 

thimbles, silver coins, falling to below their bosom, which is almost entirely covered by them… 
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and that the Priests were an infalliable Rule, all which I opposed, &c. he concluded with telling me, I 
was in a damnable Condition.  
          On the 28th, I Rode in a Cart to the Carrying-place about 14 Miles: Stay'd all Night in a 
Storage, or Store-House.(2) Next Day, went in a Cannoe to the great Niagara Fort, built of Stone and 
Lime. Here I tarried 10 Days, and had good Usage. (3) 
 
Notes:  
1. Mrs. Lowry is here referring to Fort du Portage, a small French outpost on the upper Niagara built in 1751.  
2. Mrs. Lowry probably spent the night in a storehouse at the Lower Landing, modern site of Artpark in 
Lewiston, NY. 
3. Here Mrs. Lowry refers to the French Castle at Fort Niagara.  

 

Food 

 Even in the 18th century, French cuisine was noted 

for its distinctive character.  The artful preparation of 

sauces, liberal use of wine and herbs, and quality 

confections and pastries set French cuisine apart from 

the foods of other countries. 

 In New France, especially in the pays d'en haut, 

cooks often lacked key ingredients, equipment and time 

to prepare such fare. Travelers did comment, however, 

that the common person's diet in the colony was 

superior to that of France. In particular, colonists were 

able to eat much more meat and white flour than their 

metropolitan cousins.  

The soldier's basic diet was a monotonous ration of salt 

pork, bread, and peas.  A soldier's ration consisted of 1 ½ 

pounds of bread, 4 oz. of pork or 8 oz. of beef, 4 oz. of 

peas, ½  oz. of butter and 2.6 oz. of molasses per day.  

This diet provided only about 2,000 calories daily, when 

2,550 to 3,000 calories per day were needed for basic sustenance. Officers  received this basic 

ration, but with the addition of wine, brandy, a ham or sheep, and jar of vinegar, they enjoyed 

more and tastier fare.  

 

 

 

 To augment their diets, soldiers hunted wild game, fished, and raised vegetables in 

gardens located across the Niagara River in what is now Ontario. At Niagara, soldiers ate 

berries, nuts, cod, eel, rabbit, bear, venison, geese, and duck. Peter Kalm, a Swedish scientist 

visiting in August 1750, noted: 

In June 1738, Fort Niagara's stores included over 6 ½ tons of wheat flour, 3 tons of salt pork, 24 

bushels of peas, a quart of molasses and 1 quart of vinegar. 
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 Cooking in the 18th century, 

without our modern stoves and 

microwaves, was a laborious process. 

First the fire had to be properly built 

(without matches or lighters). Water 

had to be carried. Cooks had to 

manipulate heavy cast iron stew pots 

in and out of the hearth with the 

constant danger of burns and 

catching fire.  

 At Fort Niagara, soldiers cooked their meals in the barracks room fireplace. Seven   

men comprised a mess (plat): a group who cooked and ate together.  Each mess was generally 

issued a cook pot and 7 spoons. Professional bakers prepared the bread in La Boulangerie. 

Bread was issued to the troops every four days.  

 

 

 

Soups made from peas and salt pork were a staple of the diet at Fort Niagara. Soup was often poured 

over a piece of bread to thicken the broth.  Here is a sample pea soup recipe:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

French Canadian Pea Soup: 
Ingredients-1 lb. Yellow dried whole peas, 1 ½ lbs. Salt pork or thick sliced bacon, pork or 
ham, 2 ¾ quarts of water, Pepper. 
 

Instructions- 
Soak the peas overnight and dispose of the water. Drain the peas. Put all the ingredients 
into a pot with fresh water. 
Bring the pot to a boil and let simmer for one hour or more, until peas are tender. Mash 
them. Add salt and pepper. 
Canadiens could add the following to the basic soldier's soup: 
3 onions chopped 
2 or 3 bay leaves 
2 carrots, cut into small cubes 
1 tsp savory 
Cook the vegetables for 2 or 3 minutes in bacon grease, butter or olive oil before adding 
the water and the peas. 

Both Indians and resident French soldiers from Fort Niagara are said to appear [at 
Niagara Falls] daily...to gather the [killed] supply of sea fowls. The commandant of the 
Fort Niagara...assured me that the soldiers there lived in the Autumn a long time 
principally from the birds found dead beneath the falls, which they prepared for food in 
various ways. 

Fun Food Fact: At French sites, archaeologists find that over 60% of faunal remains from food 
consumption are wild animals. British sites contain many more domesticated animal bones. 
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Shelter 

 French architecture on the Great Lakes was 

derived from French traditions but made greater use 

of readily available timber resources.  French buildings 

in the pays d'en haut included military structures, 

trading storehouses, religious missions, civilian homes 

and outbuildings.  

 The most sophisticated building west of 

Montreal was Fort Niagara's Maison à  Machicoulis, 

today known as the French Castle. The Castle's design 

was largely determined by political considerations. The Seneca Nation of Indians, who 

inhabited the area, strongly objected to the construction of a stone fort on their land. The 

French employed a subterfuge to get what they wanted by designing the Maison à  Machicoulis 

to resemble a house or barracks building. They told the Iroquois that the building was a 

“House of Peace,” a place they could trade and negotiate with representatives of their French 

Father Onontio (The Governor of New France). In reality, the “House” was a well-defended 

fort, capable of housing some 40 soldiers.  

 Most structures in the pays d'en haut were much smaller and simpler than the French 

Castle, employing readily available timber as the building material. These included piece 

upon piece (piece-sur-piece), posts in earth (poteaux en terre) and half-timbered (columbage) 

construction.  

 Many of the French buildings at Fort Niagara that no longer survive were of wooden 

or log construction. In addition to the French buildings that remain today (the Castle and the 

Powder Magazine) there were some 22 wooden buildings scattered around the Fort’s interior. 

Artisans 

 Construction at Fort Niagara required 

numerous skilled artisans. Carpenters, cabinet 

makers, blacksmiths, and stone masons all worked 

on the buildings at the Fort. Wheelwrights were 

also in demand to build and maintain carts used on 

the portage road around Niagara Falls.  

 The Fort was equipped with a blacksmith 

shop (Le Forgeron) where iron goods could be 

manufactured and repaired. Blacksmiths also make 

simple repairs to firearms, but more complicated 

work was done by highly skilled armorers (armuriers). The French often provided the skills of 

a blacksmith free of charge to their Native allies. Necessary tools and equipment for a 

blacksmith included a bellows (souffler), tongs (tenailles), an anvil (enclume), and hammer 

(marteau). 
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 Skilled workmen were often civilian employees but there were sometimes soldiers in 

the ranks who possessed specialized skills. Captain Beaujeu was not impressed with the skills 

of Fort Niagara's soldiers when he wrote: I do not have a man capable of making a peg...I would be 

satisfied with men who know how to handle an ax..So thus I cannot repair anything...” 

 For the most part soldiers provided the heavy manual labor needed in construction. 

During the winter of 1755-56, soldiers from the Regiment de Guyenne constructed massive 

earthen walls that protected the Fort from artillery fire.  

 

Fortifications 

 

 

 During the 17th and 18th centuries, the French were regarded as masters of military 

engineering. This is not surprising given the fact that France had long frontiers to protect 

from enemies like England, Holland and the Holy Roman Empire. France’s most famous 

military engineer was Sebastien Le Prestre de Vauban (1633-1707). During his long career, 

Vauban constructed or modified more than 100 fortresses along France’s borders. 

 Vauban’s principles were imported to North America, although they were often 

simplified to match frontier conditions. When Fort Niagara was expanded and refortified 

between 1755 and 1757, the principles of Vauban were employed. Hallmarks of these 

principles included geometrically precise earthen outer works and the use of projections 

called half-bastions at the Fort’s corners. These architectural elements protected the Fort’s 

garrison from incoming artillery  and musket fire. They also exposed attackers to numerous 

physical barriers that could be raked with fire from multiple sides.  
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Commands for Loading and Firing a 
Musket your students will hear and 
respond to- 

 
Portez le fusil- Shoulder your firelock 
Chargez le fusil- Prime and load 
Haut le fusil- Poise Firelock 
Appretez le fusil- Make Ready 
En Joue- Present 
Feu- Fire 
Reposez vous sur vos fusil- Order firelock. 
En avante marche- To the front march. 
A droite – Right face. 
A gauche – Left face. 
Demi tour a droite – Right about face.  
Halt – halt 
Quarts de conversion a droite/gauche – 
Wheel right/left.  

Defense 

 

 In addition to the Fort’s walls, ditches and stockades, soldiers relied upon their 

weapons to defend the post. Soldiers were equipped with single-shot, smoothbore muskets 

(fusils) that operated with a flintlock mechanism and were loaded from the muzzle using a 

rammer (baguette). Loading and firing a single shot required 15 steps that a skilled veteran 

could perform in about 15-20 seconds.  
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The Fort was also equipped with artillery. By the end of the French occupation, there were 43 

cannons (canon) and 2 small mortars (mortier) at Fort Niagara. Cannons fired solid iron balls 

in a relatively flat trajectory. Mortars fired exploding iron bombs in a high arc. Cannons were 

useful for battering down walls or firing on bodies of troops. Mortars were used to lob 

exploding bombs over a Fort’s wall.  

 
 

Trade and Commerce 

 

 During the 17th and 18th 

centuries, the fur trade was the most 

important commercial enterprise in 

the Great Lakes region. Native 

peoples living throughout the upper 

Great Lakes hunted fur-bearing 

animals to trade with French and 

British merchants for goods 

manufactured in Europe. The beaver 

(castor) was the most popular because 

its fine under fur was used to make 

felt for hats favored by the European 

aristocracy. Natives also hunted and traded deer skins, bear skins, otter, raccoon and marten. 

 By the 18th century, Native peoples had become quite dependent on European goods. 

They much preferred European firearms to the bow and spear and European clothing and 

blankets were much in demand. Iron tools and weapons had replaced implements made from 

stone.  

 To facilitate transactions, French merchants had developed a complex credit system 

that stretched across the Atlantic. Under this system, French merchants advanced goods to 

 Commands for Loading a Cannon: 

Bouchez la Lumiere- Stop the Vent 

Fouillez le Canon- Search the Piece 

Ecouvillionez- Sponge the Piece 

Mettez la Gargousse dans le Canon-

Load 

Refoulez la Gargousse – Ram 

Pointez- Aim 

Amorcez – Pick and Prime 

Au boute-feu – Take the Linstock 

Feu - Fire 
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merchants in Montreal. These merchants hired men (engagees) to carry the goods into the 

interior, to military posts and Native villages. Goods were advanced to Native people on 

credit and accounts were repaid when the fur harvest came in. Hunting for fur bearing 

animals was generally done in the winter when fur was plush, while deerskins were 

harvested in the last summer and fall, when the leather was most pliable.  

 Some Natives did not wait 

for the traders to arrive in their 

villages. Instead they traveled 

east to get a better price for their 

fur harvest. Some came to trade at 

Fort Niagara, where they dealt 

with a trade agent known as a 

commis. Many more slipped past 

the Fort to trade with the British 

at Oswego (150 miles east of 

Niagara).    

 

 

Activity: In the 18th century, materials were very expensive and transportation difficult and 

expensive. People tried to repair broken articles rather than just throwing them away. Look 

around your home, community and school. Identify things that 18th century people would 

find wasteful.  

Travel 

 In 18th century North America, 

the easiest travel was by water. 

During the spring, summer and fall, 

armed sailing ships brought men and 

military supplies across Lake Ontario 

from the head of the St. Lawrence 

River. Smaller boats called bateaus 

and canoes were also common on the 

Lake. Once these vessels reached the 

lower Niagara River, they had to be 

unloaded and cargoes carried over the 

portage around Niagara Falls. The 

188-foot climb up the Niagara Escarpment was perhaps the most arduous part of the journey 

from the Atlantic Ocean to the upper Great Lakes.  

 At most portages, engagees were expected to carry two 90 pound trade bales at the 

same time. The height and steepness of the Niagara Escarpment and its location in Seneca 
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territory presented special problems. At first the French 

hired Seneca men to carry goods on the portage. Later they 

improved the portage road and used carts pulled by draft 

animals to move goods along the portage. Daniel Chabert 

de Joncaire, the French officer who had charge of the 

portage, once described using cables to pull goods up the 

steep slope. 

 During the winter months, water navigation was cut 

off due to ice formations. Travelers between November and 

April had to use snowshoes (raquettes), ice skates (pátins a 

glace) and toboggans (traines) to get from one place to 

another. A soldier names Jolicoeur Charles Bonin left us a 

chilling description of his winter trek from Montreal to Fort 

Niagara:  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Religion 

 French garrisons of over 40 men were to have chapels served by a military chaplain, 

drawn mostly from the Recollect order. Recollects were part of the Franciscan order and 

observed a vow of poverty. One such priest was Father Emmanuel Crespel (born 1703). 

Crespel joined the Recollects at age 16. In 1724 he arrived in Quebec where he studied 

theology and was ordained a priest in 1726. Between 1729 and 1732, Crespel served as 

chaplain at Fort Niagara. This is what Crespel had to say about Niagara: 

 

 

 

 

We often had to cross rivers in water, where the ice was too weak to risk 

going upon it. This must be done by undressing and carrying the clothing on 

our heads, and after crossing, we had to dress again very quickly and run to 

warm up. This occasionally happened three times in the course of a day. We 

experienced this discomfort four days of our journey. Then we were 

compensated for it on the shore of Lake Ontario, where the ice was strong 

enough to hold us, and where those who could skate pulled seven or eight 

traines in a row, one after the other with men upon them.  

I found the spot very agreeable, the chase [hunting] and fishery are productive, the forest of 

extreme beauty, and full especially of walnut, chestnut, oak, elm and maple such as we never 

see in France. The fever soon damped the pleasure we enjoyed at Niagara and troubled us till 

fall set in, which dissipated the unhealthy air. We spent the winter calmly enough. I may say 

agreeably had not the vessel, which should have brought us supplies…been compelled to turn 

back…and left us under the necessity of drinking nothing but water… I learned the Iroquois and 

Ottawa languages, in order to converse with these people. 
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France on the Niagara Time Line 
1607:  Permanent French settlement established at Quebec. 

1615:  French established in the upper Great Lakes by Samuel de Champlain's explorations 

 up the Ottawa River to Georgian Bay and Lake Huron. 

1640s: Military expansion of the Five Nations of the Iroquois against rival Native Americans 

 around Lake Erie. Increased hostility toward the French. 

1669: Earliest documented visit of a European, Rene'-Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle to the 

 mouth of the Niagara River.  

1678: Arrival at Niagara of a second expedition led by La Salle. “Discovery”of Niagara Falls 

 by Father Louis Hennepin. 

1679: La Salle establishes Fort Conti on the modern site of Fort Niagara, builds the sailing 

 vessel, Griffon, above Niagara Falls and sails into the upper Great Lakes. Fort Conti 

 burns by accident and is abandoned. 

1687: Governor Denonville of New France attacks Seneca villages on the Genesee River. The 

 French build Fort Denonville on the modern site of Fort Niagara. Denonville returns to 

 Montreal leaving 100 men at Fort Denonville.  

1688: Winter: Fort Denonville's garrison reduced from 100 to 12 by starvation and disease. 

 On Good Friday friendly Indians and a relief expedition rescue Fort Denonville's 

 survivors and re-garrison the post. In September the French abandon the Fort.  

1689: Worsened relations between France and England marked by the outbreak of the War 

 of  the League of Augsburg in Europe. In America the fighting is known as King 

 William's War. By the end of hostilities in 1697, the Iroquois have suffered badly at the 

 hands of the French and adopt a neutral attitude in the conflict between French and 

 British colonists. 

1701: Great Peace of Montreal establishes peace between French and Iroquois. Beginning of 

 the War of Spanish Succession in Europe. The fighting in North America  is known as 

 Queen Anne's War (1702-13). Conflict ends in 1713 with the Treaty of Utrecht which 

 defined French and British spheres of influence in North America. 

1720: Louis-Thomas Chabert de Joncaire, who has long represented French interests among 

 the Five Nations of the Iroquois, receives permission from them to establish a trading 

 house on the Niagara River. This is known as the Magazin Royale at the foot of the 

 Niagara Escarpment at modern Lewiston. 

1725: Chabert and other French agents obtain permission from the Five Nations to construct 

 a stone house for trading at the mouth of the Niagara River. 

1726: A French expedition arrives at the mouth of the Niagara River and begins construction 

 of the stone house, today known as the French Castle. 
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1727: Work completed on the French Castle. 

1739: A strong French force passes through Fort Niagara on its way from Montreal to attack 

 Chickasaw Indians in western Tennessee. 

1744: The War of Austrian Succession spreads to North America as King George's War. Fort 

 Niagara repaired and strengthened.  

1747:  Fort Niagara Bake House constructed. 

1748: Treaty of Aix-la-Chappelle ends the War of Austrian Succession/King George's War. 

1749: Fort Niagara serves as a base for a French expedition to the Ohio Valley. Led by 

 Captain Celoron de Blainville, it is intended to establish French claims to the area.  

1751: The French construct Fort du Portage at the head of the portage above Niagara Falls to 

 prevent Indians from bypassing Fort Niagara in favor of the British post at Oswego. 

1753: Fort Niagara serves as the base for a French expedition to the Ohio Valley. These 

 troops construct forts from Lake Erie to the modern site of Pittsburgh and provide the 

 reason for the outbreak of a new war between the French and the British. 

1754: Open conflict between the French and the British over the Ohio Valley marks the 

 beginning of the French and Indian War.  

1755: Britain and France send regular troops to North America. General William Shirley 

 gathers an army at Oswego to capture Fort Niagara. He is unable to move against the 

 French post.  The French react by sending regular troops and Captain Pierre Pouchot 

 to reconstruct and expand Fort Niagara.  

1756:  Captain Pouchot completes the new walls at Fort Niagara. War is officially declared. 

1757: Pouchot completes many new buildings inside Fort Niagara, including the Powder 

 Magazine, before leaving the post in the fall.  Niagara serves as an important base for

 Indian allies of the French as they strike against the British at Lake George and against 

 the frontiers of Pennsylvania and Virginia.  

1758: British successes in capturing Fort Duquesne on the Ohio and Fort Frontenac on Lake 

 Ontario threaten Fort Niagara.  

1759: Captain Pierre Pouchot returns to Fort Niagara to defend the fort against an 

 anticipated British attack. In July a British and Iroquois army of 3,300 men lands at Le 

 Petit Marais (Four Mile Creek) and lays siege to Fort Niagara.  On July 24 a French 

 relief force from Lake Erie is decisively beaten and routed at the Battle of La Belle 

 Famille on the site of modern Youngstown. The next day, Captain Pouchot surrenders 

 Fort Niagara and his 600-man garrison.  

1760: French forces surrender at Montreal and New France falls.  

1763: Treaty of Paris ends Seven Years War. Canada given up to the British.  
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Vocabulary 

Magasin (m)  storehouse 

Pays d’en haut  the upper country (The Great Lakes region) 

Garnison (f)  garrison 

Nom de guerre (m) nickname 

Milice (f)  militia 

Boulangerie (f) bakery 

Plats    soldiers messes 

Pièce-sur-pièce piece upon piece construction 

Poteaux-en-terre posts in the earth construction 

Columbage  half-timbered construction 

Glacis   slope- refers to the outermost part of a fortification 

Demi-lune  half-moon- refers to a triangular shaped fortification. 

Fascine  a bundle of sticks used to build earthen fortifications. 

Forgeron (f)  forge/blacksmith shop. 

Soufflet (m)  bellows 

Tenaille (f)  tongs 

Enclume  (f)  anvil 

Marteau (m)  hammer 

Fusil (m)  musket 

Canon (m)  cannon 

Mortier (m)  mortar 

Justacorps (m)  coat 

Culotte (f)  breeches 

Castor  (m)  beaver 

Engagee  (m)  voyageur, fur trade employee 

Commis  (m)  fur trade agent 

Raquette  (f)  snowshoe 

Pátin a glace (m) ice skate 

Traine  (f)  toboggan 
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La Diplomatie: An exercise in frontier diplomacy   

            The following pages will help your students prepare for La Diplomatie learning station the day 

of their visit to Old Fort Niagara.  

            This envelope includes the following: 

 Background on the 1749 diplomatic incident. 

 Character sheets to be given to students. 

 Teacher information: copies of a document disclosing the real outcome of the incident 

in English and French. Share this with students only after they have solved the 

diplomatic incident during their visit to the Fort.  

Background Information: 

            This Scenario is based upon an actual incident that occurred at Fort Niagara in 1749. A 

Seneca Indian named Theon8ayne (Theon-aw-ay-ne) was accused of stealing canoes from the 

French fur traders Gauche, Gamelin and Godefroy. Theon8ayne was apprehended by French 

troops and thrown into irons at Fort Niagara on July 30.  This action on the part of the Fort's 

commandant, Captain Daniel-Hyacinthe Lienard de Beaujeu, angered local Senecas, who 

came to Fort Niagara to seek Theon8ayne's release. With numerous Senecas at the gate of his 

Fort, Beaujeu must decide how to handle the situation.  

Select several student volunteers to portray the incident's key players: 

            -Captain Beaujeu, Commandant of Fort Niagara (One Student) 

            -Theon8ayne, a poor Seneca man, accused of stealing canoes. (One Student) 

            -Gamelin and Godefroy,  French fur traders who wishes to recover their  canoes.   

  (Two  Students) 

            -Aonnechateka, Chief of the Seneca village of Grand Village. (One Student) 

            -The Queen of the Seneca village of Petit Rapide (Buffalo). (One Student) 

            -Soldiers guarding Beaujeu during the negotiations. ( One half of the remaining   

  students) 

            -Seneca warriors unhappy about Theon8ayne's captivity. (One half of the remaining  

  students) 

            Have the students read background information on the character they are portraying 

(below) and be prepared to argue for their point of view.  On French Heritage Day, students 

will act out the scenario with the assistance of Old Fort Niagara staff. Following the visit, read 

Captain Beaujeu's actual account of the incident and see how student solutions compare with 

what actually happened. 
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Captain Daniel Lienard de Beaujeu 

(one student)  

            You are 37 years old at the time this incident takes place. You are descended 

from a long line of military men, and you are always keen to uphold the honor of 

the King of France as well as your own honor. You have been in military service in 

New France since the time you were a teenager, slowly working your way up 

through the ranks to Captain. You are a tough campaigner, having attacked 

English outposts in Nova Scotia by snowshoeing  for three weeks during the 

middle of winter when temperatures reached ten below zero. 

            You have been assigned to command Fort Niagara in the country of the 

Seneca Nation of Indians (part of the Six Nations of the Iroquois Confederacy). You 

have only been in command here for a few weeks, but you are a stern 

disciplinarian and are trying to correct many problems with the poor condition of 

the fort and the lax discipline of the soldiers. 

            The Senecas are generally friendly to the French, but there still are bad 

feelings that go back to the days when the French tricked the Iroquois into 

allowing the construction of the French Castle or House of Peace on Seneca land. 

Many of the goods that are carried over the portage road between the Lower River 

and Niagara Falls are carried by hired Seneca men, who make their living by 

hauling goods for the French.  

            Stealing on the portage is a major problem and you must take action to 

make sure that the problem is controlled. Theon8ayne, a poor Seneca man, has  

stolen canoes at the portage. You have apprehended him and ordered him to be 

put in irons and thrown in prison at the Fort. Soon a large number of Senecas 

gather at the Fort to demand his release. Even though Theon8ayne is poor, you 

must punish him and recover the goods for the French traders. If  Theon8ayne goes 

unpunished, it will set a bad example for other Senecas working on the portage. 

            In your garrison, you have only about 30 poorly armed soldiers. Within a 

few days walk live several hundred Seneca warriors so you must avoid war.  

            On the other hand, you know that a display of strength is needed to handle 

the situation. The Seneca will take advantage of any weakness that you display. 

They do depend upon you for jobs at the portage and for trade goods, so you have 

some bargaining power.                                                                             
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  Theon8ayne 

 (one student) Your name is pronounced The-on-aw-ay-ne.  

            You are a poor Seneca man, living on the banks of the Niagara River. You 

are employed from time to time by the French, carrying parcels of goods from the 

Lower Landing (where Lewiston, NY stands today) to the Upper Landing, just 

upriver from Niagara Falls. You are used to carrying 180 pounds of trade goods on 

your back several times a day up the steep path. Sometimes the French pay you in 

trade goods that you can barter for other supplies you need to survive. All in all, 

however, life is hard. You have very few possessions, but you do own two old 

worn-out horses. 

            In your time around the portage, you have seen many other Seneca porters 

take trade goods from the French. Goods seem so plentiful, and the work is so 

hard. One day in July 1749, you have the opportunity to take some birchbark 

canoes loaded with goods from some French traders who have come to the 

Landing. You take the canoe, and in a spirit of generosity, you give away the goods 

and the canoes to other Senecas. Later, you are caught by French soldiers and 

thrown in prison at Fort Niagara. You cannot give back the goods because they are 

gone. You have no money to compensate the traders for their loss. You have 

noticed however, that the irons that confine you are very rusty and the stockade 

wall around the French fort can be climbed. Perhaps when it gets dark... 

  

 
 QUEEN OF PETIT RAPIDE 

(one student)  

            As the Queen of Petit Rapide (A native village where Buffalo stands today), 

you exert a great deal of power and influence. You are well-respected by your 

people for your wisdom.  You remember the trickery that led to the construction of 

the House of Peace (The French Castle) at the mouth of the Niagara River 23 years 

ago. At the same time you have worked to keep the peace with the French who 

provide trade goods and presents that your village needs to survive. 

            A Seneca from your village of Petit Rapide named Theon8ayne has been 

seized by the French and thrown in irons at Fort Niagara for the theft of some 

canoes and traders' goods. You believe this punishment to be too severe and go to 

the Fort to request that Theon8ayne be released. You are worried however, that the 

young men in your village will provoke the French and start a war, something you 

want to avoid. 

 



 

22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

GAMELIN AND GODEFROY 

 (total two students) 

            You are traders based in Montreal. You fill canoes with trade goods and travel 

up the St. Lawrence River to Lake Ontario, across the Lake and then you portage your 

goods around Niagara Falls. You then travel across Lake Erie and make your way to the 

upper Great Lakes where you trade with Native Americans. You exchange your French 

made goods like cloth, blankets, tools, weapons, jewelry, and cookware, for furs that are 

shipped back to Europe to make hats for the wealthy. 

            Your life is a hard one and you spend a great deal of time outdoors, traveling the 

waterways of North America. You have a lot of money invested in your goods and you 

cannot afford to lose them to thieves. In July 1749, at the Niagara Portage, several canoe 

loads of goods are stolen. You track down the thief and learn that it is a local Seneca 

man named Theon8ayne.  

            You go to the commandant of Fort Niagara, Captain Beaujeu, and demand that 

Theon8ayne be arrested. Captain Beaujeu arrests Theon8ayne, but a large delegation of 

Senecas from nearby villages goes to the Fort to demand his release. You want your 

goods returned but find out that Theon8ayne has given them to relatives. You want to 

be paid back for the goods. 

  

 
AONNECHATEKA 

  (one student)  

            You are the Chief of Grand Village. You are well-respected by your people for 

your wisdom and your courage. You are skillful in negotiations with the French who 

have come to your land and built a fort. You remember the trickery that led to the 

construction of the House of Peace (The French Castle) at the mouth of the Niagara River 

23 years ago. At the same time you have worked to keep the peace with the French who 

provide trade goods and presents that your village needs to survive. You have also seen 

war and the toll that it has taken on the Iroquois. 

            A Seneca from the nearby village of Petit Rapide named Theon8ayne has been 

seized by the French and thrown in irons at Fort Niagara for the theft of some canoes and 

traders' goods. You know that he has very few possessions and will be unable to pay the 

traders back for their missing goods. You know that Theon8ayne does own a couple of 

horses. You believe this punishment to be too severe and go to the Fort to request that 

Theon8ayne be released. You are worried however, that the young men in your village 

will provoke the French and start a war, something you want to avoid. 
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SOLDATS 

 (one half of remaining students) 

You are an enlisted soldier in Le Compagnie Franche de la Marine, an independent 

company of the French Navy. You were recruited in France near your 16th birthday for 

a six year term, put on a ship and sent across the Atlantic to Quebec. You have been 

stationed at Fort Niagara for several months. You are lonely and homesick and find the 

ways of the native inhabitants very strange, but interesting. 

            Several weeks ago, a new commandant, Captain Daniel-Hyacinthe Marie 

Lienard de Beaujeu took over the fort and has put the men to work strengthening the 

outpost. The old commandant, Captain de Raymond, seemed more interested in 

advancing his career than running the fort efficiently. Captain Beaujeu is a much 

tougher commander,  making the men drill with their muskets, chop wood, and make 

repairs to the fort. He has even sent some of the laziest soldiers back to Montreal.  

            On July 30, 1749 you have helped bring in a Seneca man who was arrested for 

stealing canoes from some French traders. You help chain the prisoner and lock him in 

the jail. Later in the day, a large group of Senecas shows up at the Fort asking to talk 

with Captain Beaujeu. Some of the Senecas look hostile. Your job is to protect Captain 

Beaujeu from harm while he talks to the Senecas.  

 

SONNONTIONS (SENECAS) 

 (one half of remaining students)  

            You are a young warrior of the Seneca Nation anxious to test your skill at war. 

You are hoping one day to win great honor on the battlefield.  You have heard stories 

about how the French tricked their way into building Fort Niagara on Seneca land at 

the mouth of the Niagara River. You depend on the French for things like guns, 

powder, and bullets, but the cost of their goods is very high and you resent having to 

pay so many furs for a small quantity of goods. The garrison of the fort is weak and 

could easily be overcome.  

             Theon8ayne, who lives in the village of Petit Rapide (now Buffalo) has been 

seized by French soldiers and imprisoned at Fort Niagara. You will go to Fort Niagara 

and demand his release, by force if necessary. 
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Lettre a M. de la Galissonniere 

                                                                                                                De Niagara, le 31 juillet 1749 

            ...Je vais vous instruire maintenant de l'aventure d'un Sauvage nommé Theon8ayné Sonont8an 

du village du petit rapide, que je fis mettre aux fers le trent de ce mois pour avoir volé les canots dans 

le portage des Gauché  Gamelin et Godefroy, á l'occasion de quoi Aonnéchateka chef Sonont8an du 

Grand village, et la Reine du village du Petit Rapide me vint voir pour savoir la raison que j'avais de 

faire emprisonner un de leurs frères; et de le punir si sévèrement lorsque je devrais craindre d'irriter 

les jeunes gens quis n'ont point d'espirit.  

Résponse aux Sauvages 

            Je suis surpris que vous me parliez de la sorte, vous en savez comme moi le motif, et en vous voyant 

apparaitre je n'ai pas pensé que vous me demandiez son élargissement mais plutôt que vous vouliez me proposer 

de raccommoder cette affaire en le faisant payer ce qu'il a volé  aux Francais ou en le restituant vous-mêmes 

pour lui, et comme il est tard je vais ordonner de fermer les portes du fort et pendant la nuit vous ferez vos 

reflections pour m'en faire part demain matin. Je suis déterminé a faire coucher en prison votre frère, malgré vos 

jeunes gens qui, dites-vous, n'ont point d'espirit parce que s'ils font des sottises, je leur en donnerai comme á 

Theon8ayné, mais la prison est si mauvaise que pendant la nuit ayant défait ses fers il s'est souvé ayant escaladé 

le fort. 

            Le 31 au matin la bande intéressée est venue me trouver et j'ai commencé  le premier á ouvrir le 

discours, votre visite hier au soir mes enfants, pour me prier d'élargir votre frére le punissant trop sévèrement, 

et me dire que vous craigniez que les  jeunes gens qui n'avaient pas d'espirit non plus que vous ne fissent de 

mauvaises affaires, je vous le répète encore, je ne crains point vos jeunes gens et je ne vous parle point de guerre 

en ce que s'il en était question elle serait bientôt finie. Cette maison est une maison de paix, elle a été  telle 

pendant la guerre et doit l'être toujours. Voilá  pourquoi je punis un étourdi qui pourrait faire de plus grandes 

fautes et contribuer par lá á troubler le cours de cette paix que vous avez tant de raisons d'entretenir. 

            Vous ne venez pas sans doute maintenant pour le même sujet puisque vous devez savoir qu'il s'est sauvé  

cette nuit de la prison et qu'il a passé  pardessus le fort après  avoir cassé ses fers, ce dont je ne suis nullement 

faché, car je compte que vous êtes si chagrins de sa faute, et que lui-même la ressent assez pour consentir á votre 

sollicitation á restituer ce qu'il a volé aux Francois, et que  l'envie de raccommoder cette affaire vous conduit 

actuellement chez moi, et vous avez grade raison, car je suis en effet si bien determiné  á le faire payer quoiqu'il 

n'ait rien suivant vous, que n'aurait-il qu-ūn chien je veux qu'il me l'amène, mais il a des chevaux. J'en 

prendrai un très volontiers quoique sans besoin, et s'il ne cherche pas au plus tôt a rentrer en grace le village du 

Petit Rapide ne doit plus s'attendre á  aucun bienfait de ma part, et le seul moyen de conserver mon amitié  c'est 

de payer. 

            Aonnéchateka chef du Grand village Sonont8ans, satisfait de mon discours, se leva pour 

m'assumrer qu'il partait pour aller engager le voleur á me donner un de ses chevaux, et que s'il 

refusait, pour m'apaiser qu'il m'en donnerait plutôt un des siens, je les traitai comme de bons sujets, 

un coup d'eau de vie et quelques pains a rádoucir les espirits, et j'attends le cheval au premier jour...  

                                                                                                  -Beaujeu 
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Letter to Monsieur de la Galissonniere 

         July 31, 1749, Niagara 

 ...I am going to advise you now of the adventure of a Seneca Indian named Theon8ayne from the 

village of Petit Rapid, whom I had put in irons on the 30th of this month for having stolen canoes from 

Gauche Gamelin and Godefroy in the portage, on the occasion of which Aonnechanteka the chief of 

the Seneca from Grand Village and the Queen of the village of Petit Rapide came to see me to learn the 

reason that I had one of their brothers imprisoned, and to punish him so severely when I should be 

afraid to irritate the young men who have no [sense].     

 Reply to the Indians 

                         I am surprised that you spoke to me in such a manner, you know as well as I the motive [for the 

imprisonment] and in seeing you appear I did not think that you were asking for his release, but rather that 

you wanted to propose to me to resolve this affair by having him pay for what he stole from the French or by 

making restitution yourself for him. As it is late I am going to order that the fort doors be closed. During the 

night you will think it over [and] let me know tomorrow morning. I am determined to keep your brother in 

prison, in spite of your young people who you say have no [sense] because if they make mischief I will treat them 

as Theon8ayne. [However] the prison is so bad that during the night, having undone his irons, he ran away by 

scaling [the stockade]. 

            The morning of the 31st the band concerned came to find me and I began first to talk to them: 

Your visit yesterday evening my children, to beseech me to release your brother, believing his punishment too 

severe, and to tell me that you feared that the young people, who have no [sense] may cause trouble. I repeat 

once again that I do not fear your young people, and I am not speaking about war (if there was a question of war, 

it would soon be over). This House is a house of peace, it has been such during the war and must always be so. 

That is why I punish a scatterbrain who might make bigger mistakes and contribute by this to disrupt the course 

of this peace that you have so many reasons to maintain. 

            You are not coming now for the same reason, no doubt, since you must know that he escaped this night 

from the prison and went [over the stockade] after having broken his irons. I am not angry [about this], for I 

expect that you are so distressed at his offense and that he himself feels it enough to consent to your entreaty to 

restore that which he stole from the French, and that the desire to resolve this affair leads you here now, and you 

have good reason for I am in effect so determined to make him pay even though he has nothing according to you, 

that had he only a dog I would want him to bring it to me; but he has horses [and] I will take one quite 

willingly, although without need [for one]. If he does not try as soon as possible to come back into favor, the 

village of Petit Rapide should not expect any kindness on my part, and the only way to retain my friendship is to 

pay. 

            Aonnechateka, chief of Seneca Grand Village, satisfied with my discourse, stood up to assure 

me that he was leaving to urge the thief to give me one of his horses and that if he refuses, in order to 

appease me, that he would give me instead one of his own. I treated them like good fellows [with] a 

little brandy and some bread to calm their spirits, and I await the horse at daybreak...  

                                                                                                                        -Beaujeu 
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Student Quiz 

 

1. How long does it take to load an 18th century fusil? _________________________________ 

2. Name two types of architecture used in les pays d’en hauts. ___________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Name two ways the French tried to co-exist with their Native American neighbors. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How long was a tour of sentry duty?______________________________________________ 

5. Name a famous French military engineer. __________________________________________ 

6. What color is the flag that flew over Fort Niagara during the French era? _______________ 

Why? _____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Why did tambours wear such colorful uniforms? _____________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Name three foods that were common in New France. _________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Name a type of pelt or skin that was traded in les pays d’en haut. ________________________ 

10. How many beaver pelts does a blanket cost? ________________________________________ 

11. Why was Theon8ayne arrested? ___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

12. Name two religious orders that used the Fort Niagara chapel. _________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

13. How old did you have to be to join the French army?_________________________________ 

14. What was the mot de guet?_______________________________________________________ 
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Quiz Answer Key 

1. 15-20 seconds      
2. Pièce-sur-pièce, poteaux en terre, columbage 
3. Presentation of gifts, trade, religious missions, diplomacy, alliances.  
4. Two hours. Soldiers were on guard duty for 24 hours, but stood sentry on two hour shifts. 
5. Sébastien Le Prestre de Vauban  
6. White. This was the flag of the marine department, which administered France’s overseas 
possessions. White stood for the purity of the King.  
7. So they could be easily found on the battlefield. It was also a point of regimental pride.  
8. Peas, salt pork, bread, venison, wild fowl, fish, eels, cabbage, turnips, celery. 
9. Beaver, deer, bear, marten, otter, raccoon. 
10. Three 
11. He stole a canoe full of trade goods. 
12. Recollects and Jesuits 

13. Sixteen 

14. The password to enter the Fort.  

Common Core Learning Standards 

French Language students will be able to use a language other than English for communication. The program 
will also help students develop cross-cultural skills and understandings.  In addition, the program addresses the 
following Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies 6-12.  
 

Grade 6-8 students Grades 9-10 students Grades 11-12 students 

-determine central ideas or 
information of a primary or 
secondary source; provide an 
accurate summary of the source 
distinct from prior knowledge or 
opinions. 

Determine the central ideas or 
information of a primary or 
secondary source; provide an 
accurate summary of how key 
elements or ideas develop over the 
course of the text. 

Determine the central ideas or 
information of a primary or 
secondary source; provide an 
accurate summary that makes clear 
the relationships among the key 
details and ideas.  

-Identify key steps in a text’s 
description of a process related to 
history/social studies. 

Analyze in detail a series of events 
described in a text; determine 
whether earlier events caused later 
ones or simply preceded them.  

Evaluate various explanations for 
actions or events and determine 
which explanation best accords 
with textual evidence. 

-determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including vocabulary specific 
to domains related specifically to 
history/social studies. 

Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including vocabulary 
describing political, social or 
economic aspects of history. 

Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including analyzing how an 
author uses and refines the 
meaning of a key term over the 
course of a text.  

Identify aspects of a text that reveal 
an author’s point of view or 
purpose. 

Compare the points of view of two 
or more authors for how they treat 
the same topics. 

Integrate and evaluate multiple 
sources of information presented in 
diverse formats and media. 

Integrate visual information with 
other information in print or digital 
texts. 

Assess the extent to which the 
reasoning and evidence in a text 
support the author’s claims. 

Evaluate an author’s premises, 
claims and evidence by comparing 
them with other information. 

Distinguish between fact, opinion 
and reasoned judgment in a text. 

 Integrate information from diverse 
sources into a coherent 
understanding of an idea or event.  

Analyze the relationship between a 
primary and secondary source on 
the same topic. 

  

 



 

28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A view of the Maison à Machicoulis (French Castle) through the Sally Port. 

 

 


